Safe Harbor Simplified
To make Safe Harbor, the percent of students in the student group scoring below standard has to decline by 10 percent from the previous year, or exceed a 75% confidence interval surrounding the 10% target.

To qualify for Safe Harbor, a student group must first meet participation and attendance/graduation goals:

· 95% or more of the student group had to participate in the state assessment.
Additionally:

· If the student group is in a K-8 building:

The group must have an attendance rate of 90% or greater or show improvement over last year’s attendance rate.

· If the student group is in a 9-12 building:

The group must have a graduation rate of 75% or greater or show improvement from the previous year.
If a group/subgroup qualifies for Safe Harbor, calculate Safe Harbor using the following formula:

% below standard in previous year - % below standard in current year 

______________________________________________________

% below standard in previous year

The value calculated using the formula above must be greater than or equal to 10% for a group to have met Safe Harbor.

Remember, Safe Harbor represents at least a 10% decrease in below proficient over the previous year’s assessment results, or a percent decrease that exceeds the 75% confidence interval surrounding the 10% target.  

The formula for the lower bound of this confidence interval is:

Lower Bound = Target – (Z * Standard Error)

Target = 0.10

 Z = 0.675 for a 75% confidence interval

Standard Error = square root of (Target * (1 – Target)/n)

n = the count of students in the subgroup with valid tests in the current year

If the decrease in below standard over the previous year is greater than or equal to the lower bound as calculated above, the group/subgroup has made Safe Harbor.
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