
Expanding NACCHO’s Toolbox: 

Developing a Central Storehouse of HIV/STD Prevention Resources

Local health department HIV and STD prevention staff have expressed the need for a centralized and coordinated means by which to share resources across jurisdictions. 

Both technical and financial resources vary tremendously across the nation’s local health departments, and it is clear that virtually every department is being asked to do more with less. In many cases, having access to what has been developed or used by another local health department can make the difference between being able to address an identified need or not. 

The NACCHO Toolbox is one way to meet this need. The Toolbox is an online repository of available resources to help local public health practitioners. Tools are produced by local, state, and federal agencies, as well as academic institutions and other stakeholders. To see an example of the types of tools currently available for other content areas, go to the Toolbox at: http://www.naccho.org/pubs/toolbox/index.cfm. Resources can be searched by type of tool, geographic location and content area. 

NACCHO is currently enhancing the organization’s Toolbox to include materials specific to HIV and STD prevention. Even a fact sheet might be helpful to another jurisdiction without the resources to develop their own.
We would like to have at least one resource* submission from each department subscribed to the list. These may be materials developed by your agency or publicly available resources you have identified as useful. Your submission may make a big difference to someone else. 

Resources can be emailed to Emma Kofa at ekofa@naccho.org.  Our goal is to have sufficient resources to activate the HIV/STD portion of the Toolbox by March 1 of this year.

*Examples of resources might include: 
· Conference Materials 

· Evidence-Based Practice 
· Fact sheets 

· Flow Charts 

· Foreign Language Material 

· Job Description Models 

· Needs Assessments 
· Pictograms/Signs 

· Policies 
· Plans 

· Presentations 

· Protocols 

· Public Information 

· Publications/Reports 

· Rural Health Efforts 
· School-Based Initiatives 
· Social Justice Efforts 

· Social Marketing Campaigns/Materials 
· Structural Interventions 
· Questionnaire Templates 

· Software 

· Training/Education Resources 
The Spanish version of the 290-page Alliance for Health Reform book, “Covering Health Issues, "La cobertura periodística de temas de salud 2006 - 2007", is now available for downloading at www.allhealth.org/sourcebookTOC.asp?SBID=2
 
If you work with Spanish speakers, you will find this resource useful. It includes basic but thorough information on Medicaid, Medicare, children’s health coverage, disparities, mental health, the uninsured and an array of other topics. A complete glossary of health coverage terms in Spanish is part of the book. 

"La cobertura periodística de temas de salud 2006 - 2007" is the latest in a series of guides produced at the Alliance, with a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. This edition and previous editions of “Covering Health Issues” are written with reporters in mind, but have been downloaded by thousands of non-reporters as well. 
E ach chapter can be downloaded separately. The English version can be downloaded in PDF format at www.allhealth.org/sourcebook2006/toc.asp
or in HTML at www.allhealth.org/sourcebookTOC.asp?SBID=1 

You’ll see an announcement in Spanish below, in case you would like to copy and forward to those you think would be interested. 

Nuevo: "La cobertura periodística de temas de salud 2006 – 2007” 

Ya se puede descargar gratis el manual de más de 300 páginas preparado por la Alianza para la Reforma de Salud, fruto de un generoso subsidio de la Fundación Robert Wood Johnson. 

Esta serie ha gozado de gran popularidad entre los periodistas durante varios años, debido en parte a quecontiene los números de teléfono por más de 400 expertos de todo el espectro político, ordenados por tema, alfabéticamente y por organización. 

Actualmente, la versión en línea del manual contiene datos fundamentales, una reseña general, ideas para notas y reportajes, sitios web y una exposición de las propuestas en materia de políticas sobre los siguientes temas: 

--Las personas sin seguro 
--La salud mental 
--La salud pública 
--Las desigualdades 
--La cobertura del seguro médico privado 
--La cobertura del seguro médico de los niños 
--Medicare 
--Los medicamentos recetados de Medicare 
--Medicaid 
--La asistencia a largo plazo 
--Los costos de la asistencia sanitaria 
--La calidad de la asistencia y la tecnología de la información 
--Encuestas de opinión pública sobre asuntos de salud 

Se incluyen materiales suplementarios tales como una explicación, paso por paso, del ejercicio presupuestario del Congreso y consejos prácticos sobre cómo cubrir los temas medicosanitarios en la televisión y la radio. También encontrará un glosario de términos relacionados con la cobertura de la asistencia sanitaria. 

Para descargarlos, visite: www.allhealth.org/sourcebookTOC.asp?SBID=2 

El manual en inglés se puede descargar en formato PDF aquí: www.allhealth.org/sourcebook2006/toc.asp o en HTML aquí: 
www.allhealth.org/sourcebookTOC.asp?SBID=1 

La Alianza para la Reforma de Salud es una organización sin vínculos partidistas y sin fines de lucro cuyo cometido es educar a líderes de la opinión pública en Washington, D.C. y en todo el país acerca de asuntos relacionados con las políticas de salud, por ej., las fuentes de ayuda para personas sin seguro médico, las medidas para reducir los costos de la asistencia sanitaria y Medicare. 

We welcome your comments about “Covering Health Issues, “ in Spanish or English. Please send comments to info@allhealth.org 
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MORE INFORMATION 
Black Americans and HIV/AIDS
Latinos and HIV/AIDS
Women and HIV/AIDS
The HIV/AIDS epidemic is taking an increasing toll on women and minorities in the United States. In order to present a snapshot of the epidemic’s impact on these populations, the Kaiser Family Foundation is releasing updated fact sheets on Black Americans, Latinos, and Women and HIV/AIDS. Each fact sheet includes the latest information on key trends and current cases, as well as population-specific information on HIV transmission patterns and access to care. 
All three fact sheets are available online. 

For more information, please contact Rob Graham at (650) 854-9400 or rgraham@kff.org. 


Privacy Policy | Contact Us 
To subscribe, unsubscribe, or manage your email subscription options, 
including your preference for Text or HTML formatted emails, click here. 

Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 2400 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025 (650) 854-9400
Washington DC Office 1330 G Street NW, Washington, DC 20005 (202) 347-5270
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e-adolescence ..........................................December, 2006
e-adolescence is a listing of on-line resources for state MCH professionals working to improve adolescent health. 
We encourage you to share this information with others. 

As a resource made possible by the National Initiative to Improve Adolescent Health by the Year 2010 (NIIAH), this email is produced by the State Adolescent Health Resource Center at the Konopka Institute. The information collected here is gathered from NIIAH partners (indicated in red) and other leading organizations, newsletters and news sources. While the content included here pays special attention to NIIAH's 21 Critical Objectives for Adolescent Health, it also includes related issues and system capacity opportunities.  
Look for new headings and special sections… 
· Young Adult Development 
· Intimate Partner/Dating Violence 
· Teen Parents 

learn more about the National Initiative to Improve Adolescent Health!
go to : www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/NationalInitiative/index.htm 


ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT
Special Section: Young Adult Development Resources
A “pairing” of separate reports on young adult development that are available online.
 
Successful Young Adult Development: Executive Summary
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, December 2004
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/nr/downloads/PNWG/EarlyLearning/SuccessfulDevelopment.pdf#search=%22ASSETS%3A%20What%20Do%20Children%2C%20Adolescents%2C%20%26%20Emerging%20Adults%20Need%20to%20Flourish%3F%22 
A report submitted to the Foundation by the SEARCH Institute and Social Development Research Group (SDRG) highlighting the dimensions and indicators of successful young adult development.

Are They Really Ready to Work?
The Conference Board, 2006
http://www.conference-board.org/publications/describe.cfm?id=1218
A report presenting an in-depth study of the corporate perspective on the readiness of new entrants into the U.S. workforce by level of educational attainment. The study includes results from both an in-depth survey conducted during April and May 2006 and interviews with a sampling of a dozen HR and other senior executives. In addition, a workforce readiness report card is included which provides a summary of the basic knowledge and applied skills that are either "deficient" or "excellent" in those areas that employer respondents rate as "very important".

Youth Demographics
Immigrant Youth Demographics 
Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement
http://www.civicyouth.org
Factsheets providing demographic data on youth ages 18-25 in the U.S.

The 2006 Civic and Political Health of the Nation: A Detailed Look at How Youth Participate in Politics and Communities
Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement
http://www.civicyouth.org/research/products/youth_index.htm 
Overview of a study that describes the civic and political behavior of youth ages 15-25.

LINKS (Lifecourse Model to Nurture Kids Successfully)
ChildTrends
http://www.childtrends.org/_catdisp_page.cfm?LID=19F05641-1A5C-4C03-AF57CB04B4CEC025 
A graphic overview of  programs found to "work" to enhance children's development, in a user-friendly format for policy makers, program designers, and funders. This approach is built on the concept that child development is a cumulative process that begins before birth and continues into young adulthood. LINKS visually shows that varied program approaches can contribute to children's development, that different approaches are appropriate at different ages, and that developmental inputs build on one another over time, as a child grows. LINKS also illustrates that development unfolds over time and benefits from investment at all ages. Thus, there is no one "critical stage" where development is set.

ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND OTHER DRUGS

Forging the Link Between Alcohol Advertising and Underage Drinking
Rand Corporation, 2006
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9073 
This research brief shows that alcohol advertising appears to promote adolescent drinking and suggests that school drug prevention programs can blunt the impact of alcohol ads on youth.

Underage Alcohol Use among Full-Time College Students
National Survey on Drug Use & Health, SAMHSA
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k6/college/collegeUnderage.cfm
Data from the National Survey on Drug Use & Health (NSDUH) indicates that rates of past month, binge, and heavy alcohol use remained steady from 2002 to 2005. Based on combined data from the 2002 to 2005 surveys, 58% of full-time college students who were underage for legal drinking used alcohol in the past month, 40% engaged in binge drinking, and 17% engaged in heavy drinking. 

Effect of Televised, Tobacco Company-Funded Smoking Prevention Advertising on Youth Smoking-Related Believes, Intentions, and Behavior
American Journal of Public Health, 96(12): 1-7 October 2006
Via Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
http://www.rwjf.org/research/researchdetail.jsp?id=3094&ia=143 
This article highlights the finding of research on the exposure of televised tobacco company-funded youth smoking prevention advertising to youths’ smoking beliefs, intentions and behaviors. The article abstract and full text (in addition to an article on youth tobacco cessation programs) can read and downloaded from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation website



MENTAL HEALTH

Coping with Stress Course (CWS)
RAND Corporation's Promising Practices Network - Programs that Work
http://www.promisingpractices.net/program.asp?programid=151
CWS targets adolescents at risk for depression who are experiencing elevated depressive symptoms, or "demoralization." The program involves cognitive-restructuring techniques in which participants learn to identify and challenge negative or irrational thoughts that may contribute to the development of future mood disorders, such as depression. CWS is an adaptation of the Adolescent Coping with Depression Course (Clarke, Lewinsohn, and Hops, 1990), which targets adolescents already experiencing major depression or dysthymia.

Stigma Starts Early: Gender Differences in Teen Willingness to Use Mental Health Services
Journal of adolescent health 
June 2006, Vol. 38, No. 6, pp. [754-e1] 754-e8
http://www.rand.org/cgi-bin/Abstracts/e-getabbydoc.pl?doc=LRP-200606-18 
An abstract of a study that explored the gender differences and the role of stigma in teen willingness to use mental health services. 

Gender, Age, and Behavior Differences in Early Adolescent Worry
Brown, S.L. et al. (2006). Journal of School Health, 76(8),430-437
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/bpl/josh/2006/00000076/00000008/art00006;jsessionid=2mod22c8trv6u.alice
According to the authors of the article, research has shown that adolescent worry has been associated with several important behavioral and health outcomes. Studies have shown that adolescents exhibit age- and gender-related patterns with regard to the type and number of reported worries, that the types of worries reported by adolescents vary across time, and that certain worries seem to remain stable and highly ranked by adolescents. The authors conclude that the study highlights the need to pay more attention to the ways students attempt to cope with their worries and points to an opportunity to investigate the link between types of adolescent worries and primary sources of worry information utilized by early adolescents. Abstract only.



NUTRITION AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

Hearts N' Parks Community Mobilization Guide
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute and National Recreation and Park Association, 2001
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/prof/heart/obesity/hrt_n_pk/hnp_resg.htm 
A guide that assists program planners at the community level with implementing a Hearts N' Parks program. It is designed to help local community, park, and recreation agencies promote heart-healthy lifestyle and changes such as increased physical activity and heart-healthy eating among children and adults. The guide provides all the necessary tools for implementing Hearts N' Parks including background information and materials, techniques for creating and delivering heart-healthy activities to participants, tools and strategies for reaching targeted groups, forming partnerships, and working with the media, as well as assessment tools to measure program performance. It includes many reproducibles on heart-healthy eating and physical activity to use with different audiences and an 8-minute video of Heart N' Parks activities and leaders, showing how Heart N' Parks worked for them.

Prevention Institute 
http://www.preventioninstitute.org/nutrition.html 
One of PI’s focal areas is physical activity and nutrition. Their website provides access to a wide range of resources that, while focused on action at the local level, are useful resources at the state level. These resources include: 
· Local Policy Database – a catalogue of promising policies in nutrition and activity at the local level (California). 
· Environmental Nutrition and Activity Community Tool (ENACT) - a concrete menu of strategies designed to help improve nutrition and activity environments on a local level. 


Surfing for Thinness: A Pilot Study of Pro–Eating Disorder Web Site Usage in Adolescents With Eating Disorders
Pediatrics Vol. 118 No. 6 December 2006, pp. e1635-e1643
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/content/abstract/118/6/e1635
A journal article/abstract reviewing a pilot study about the awareness and usage of pro–eating disorder Web sites among adolescents with eating disorders and their parents. It also explores the associations with health and quality of life.



SEXUAL HEALTH

C2P - Connect to Protect Program
Adolescent AIDs Program, Children’s Hospital at Montefiore
http://www.adolescentaids.org/healthcare/c2p.html
The researchers involved in C2P are from the Adolescent Medicine Trials Network <http://www.adolescentaids.org/healthcare/c2p.html#atn>  (ATN) for HIV/AIDS Interventions, the only nationwide group devoted to looking at how youth and their communities are affected by this epidemic. Made up of 15 city sites throughout the United States and Puerto Rico, the ATN strives toward: Caring for children, teenagers, and young adults with HIV; searching for ways to keep HIV from spreading among young people; and making sure that adolescents and young adults are represented in research ranging from HIV prevention to treatment and care. Visit the site to learn how to partner with these researchers and access the resources they have to offer.

Living with HIV/AIDS: Students Tell Their Stories of Stigma, Courage, and Resilience 
The National School Boards Association (via HTN newsletter)
http://www.nsba.org/schoolhealth
Supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) Division of Adolescent and School Health (DASH), this publication is intended to remind readers that schools have a significant role to play in addressing HIV/AIDS through education and services. 

Trends and Recent Estimates: Contraceptive Use Among U.S. Teens 
Child Trends, August 2006
http://www.childtrends.org/_portalcat.cfm?LID=28556E9E-73D4-4AF4-83EA9F59B832837B&CID=35C0D4E0-7E24-473C-A2BA891C4C598D21 
This research brief examines trends in U.S. teen contraceptive use using data from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth, conducted by the National Center for Health Statistics and supplemented with original analyses by Child Trends. Another related resource located at the Child Trend’s website is the Research Brief, ”Trends and Recent Estimates: Sexual Activity Among U.S. Teens” (June 2006).

Social Cognitive Processes Mediating the Relationship Between Exposure to Television's Sexual Content and Adolescents' Sexual Behavior
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology
Dec. 2005, Vol. 89, No. 6,  pp. 914-924
http://www.rand.org/cgi-bin/Abstracts/e-getabbydoc.pl?doc=LRP-200512-24 
An abstract of a study explaining the association between exposure to televised sexual content and initiation of intercourse among an ethnically diverse national sample of 1,292 adolescents.

LEAH/SAHC Teleconference Series Archive
NIIAH Partner: Leadership Education in Adolescent Health (LEAH)
http://www.leah.mchtraining.net/
This teleconference series, new in 2006, was designed for state adolescent health coordinators and other mch professionals working with adolescents. Two teleconferences are now available on line:  Healthy Youth Development and HPV. Visit the site for access to slides, transcripts and supporting materials

Trends and Recent Estimates: Contraceptive Use Among U.S. Teens, August 2006
ChildTrends
http://www.childtrends.org/Files/ContraceptivesRB.pdf
This Research Brief draws on recently released nationally representative data to provide information on teenagers’ patterns of contraceptive use. It examines patterns for males and females, for members of racial and ethnic groups, and for younger and older teenagers. Don’t forget ChildTrends also offers an analysis of trends and recent estimates of Sexual Activity among U.S. teens.



SUICIDE

Suicide and Mortality Fact Sheets  – Young Adults and adolescents
NIIAH Partner; The National Adolescent Health Information Center (NAHIC) at UCSF 
http://nahic.ucsf.edu/index.php/data/article/briefs_fact_sheets/
Now available – updated versions of these popular fact sheets provide the latest data on suicide and mortality, with breakdowns by age, gender, and race/ethnicity, as well as trends. 



INJURY AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Crime, Violence, Discipline and Safety in U.S. Public Schools: Findings from the School Survey on Crime and Safety: 2003-04
National Center for Education Statistics, 2006
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007302 <http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007302> 
This report presents national-level information about crime and safety in U.S. public schools as reported by school principals, including the frequency of criminal incidents at school, the use of disciplinary actions, and efforts to prevent and reduce crime at school. Data come from the 2003–04 School Survey on Crime and Safety (SSOCS:2004). Eighteen percent of public schools reported at least one serious violent incident during the 2003–04 school year; two percent of public schools reported hate crimes; five percent of public schools reported gang-related crimes.

Special Focus -- Intimate Partner/Dating Violence
Web conference archive: Telltale Signs of Intimate Partner Violence Among Adolescents: Screening, Reporting, and Creating an Exit Plan 
MedScape Today, October, 2006
http://www.medscape.com/viewprogram/6108?src=mp 
This archived web conference is designed for physicians, advanced practice nurses, physician assistants, and other healthcare professionals who provide services to adolescents to identify and adolescent victims of intimate partner violence. CME credits available. 

RAND Research Brief: Curbing Teen Dating Violence – evidence from a school prevention program
Based on (Jaycox, L.H. et al. (2006). Impact of a School-Based Dating Violence Prevention Program among Latino Teens: Randomized Controlled Effectiveness Trial. Journal of Adolescent Health, 39(1),694-704).
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9194/index1.html
According to authors of the article, "Impact of a School-Based Dating Violence Prevention Program among Latino Teens," one curriculum has promise for heightening Latino students' awareness and understanding of both the legal ramifications of dating violence and the utility of the legal system (attorneys and police) as a source of help with such violence. The article presents findings on the impact of "Ending Violence: A Curriculum for Educating Teens on Domestic Violence and the Law." The authors found that improving legal knowledge regarding dating violence may be a promising prevention element, and may help victims of dating violence to seek help. The RAND site offers a complete analysis of the research and it’s findings, as well as a link to the abstract.

RAND Health Abstract: Acculturation, Gender Stereotypes, and Attitudes About Dating Violence Among Latino Youth.  
Ulloa EC, Jaycox LH, Marshall GN, Collins RL. Violence and Victims, Vol. 19, No. 3, June 2004, pp. 273-287: 
http://www.rand.org/cgi-bin/health/showab.cgi?key=2004_371&year=2004
This study examined the relationship between personal characteristics (gender, acculturation, belief in gender stereotypes, recent dating experiences), and attitudes and knowledge about dating violence in urban Latino youth. Implications for dating violence interventions and future directions for research are explored.

Sexual Victimization Among a National Probability Sample of Adolescent Women
Guttmacher Institute: Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, 2004
Raghavan R, Bogart LM, Elliott MN, Vestal KD, Schuster MA. Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, Vol. 36, No. 6, Nov/Dec 2004, pp. 225-232:
http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/journals/3622504.html
Data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health were used to identify predictors of sexual victimization, estimate the prevalence of sexual revictimization and explore the relationship between history and revictimization. Findings indicate that during Wave 1, 7% of adolescent women reported having been forced into sexual intercourse. Of these, 8% were revictimized in the following year. The Guttmacher site includes the complete article.



YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Mentoring Programs and Youth Development: A Synthesis
ChildTrends, January 2002
http://www.childtrends.org/files/MentoringSynthesisFINAL2.6.02Jan.pdf 
A synthesis report about rigorously evaluated youth mentoring programs. It provides an overview of the role that mentoring plays in helping youth develop strengths and capacities in education and cognitive attainment; health and safety; and social and emotional well-being. It provides an overview of mentoring programs, youth outcomes associated with these programs and implementation characteristics that influence the effectiveness of mentoring programs. An initiative supported by the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation.

Teens Benefit When Families Eat Together (via HTN)
ChildTrends
http://www.childtrendsdatabank.org/indicators/96FamilyMeals.cfm
According to a report from ChildTrends (based on data from the National Survey of Children's Health) like other forms of parental involvement, there is a link between frequent family dinners and positive teen outcomes. Teens who eat regularly with their family are less likely than other teens to get into fights, think about suicide, smoke, drink or use drugs. They are also likely to do better in school and initiate sexual activity later than teens who do not have regular meals with their families. 

 
"Improving Public Health Through Youth Development"
Journal of Public Health Management and Practice, November 2006 Supplement
Submissions by NIIAH Partners and SAHCs
http://www.health.state.ny.us/community/youth/development/journal_supplement.htm
This supplement presents and discusses youth development approaches in the context of public health programs. The purpose of the supplement is to acquaint public health practitioners with the basic concepts of youth development and to provide guidance about how to put them into practice. As well as an outstanding framework, the supplement includes commentary on policy and prevention, an overview of youth development science and strategies, youth engagement, case studies in New York state and evaluation approaches. 

Every Child, Every Promise: Turning Failure Into Action 
A Report from America’s Promise Alliance
http://www.americaspromise.org/ECEP.aspx?id=208
This study finds that when youth are provided with at least four out of five fundamental resources, their life chances for success dramatically increase and damaging gaps separating low-income and minority youth from other youth are significantly reduced. Unfortunately, the data also show that more than two-thirds of our youth are not currently receiving enough of these resources to benefit from their full effects. The in-depth study measures the presence and impact of the five fundamental resources -- or "Five Promises" -- that research has shown affect the development and lives of America’s youth. 

Toward quality and equality: Fulfilling our promises to America's children and youth. 
Search Institute Insights & Evidence 3 (2), 1-10. (2006, December).
Scales, P. C., & Benson, P. L. 
http://www.search-institute.org/research/Insights/
Though there are many definitions and frameworks of positive youth development in the field, there is also a great deal of common ground about seven core hypotheses about positive youth development that grow out of current theory and research, which are examined in the new issue of Search Institute Insights & Evidence, a free web-based publication. These hypotheses have important implications for both policy and practice. The Search web site offers access to the complete article or a one-page summary. Check out the previous issues when you visit. 



DISPARITIES

Prevention Institute
http://www.preventioninstitute.org/healthdis.html 
Prevention Institute is an organization that addresses complex health and social issues through systematic, comprehensive strategies that change the conditions that impact community health. It’s work links practices from public health, education, urban planning, social work, and other fields, communities can create conditions for healthier living.
A number of the Institute’s publications and resources on health disparities are very relevant to the field of adolescent health. The following is a highlight of just 2 of these resources.
· The Imperative of Reducing Health Disparities through Prevention: Challenges, Implications, and Opportunities (October 2006) 

A report outlining promising approaches and next steps for reducing health disparities. The presented approach to reducing health disparities focuses on the way that fundamental causes of inequality (e.g., economics and oppression) shape community environments. Community environments in turn shape behaviors such as eating and activity patterns, tobacco and alcohol use, and violence and improving these environments represents a tremendous opportunity for promoting community wellbeing. This report presents a conceptual framework and discusses 10 key strategies for improving environments, many of which have not previously been applied to disparities reduction: Primary prevention, Community factors, Built environment, Sustainable agriculture, Economic development, Norms change, Community-based participatory efforts, Comprehensive approaches, Interdisciplinary collaboration, and Community resilience.
· THRIVE: Community Tool for Health and Resilience In Vulnerable Environments (September 2004) 

A toolkit to help communities identify and foster factors in the community environment that will improve health outcomes and reduce disparities experienced by racial and ethnic minorities.



YOUTH WITH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS

Prescription Drug Costs for Children with Special Health Care Needs
Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., October 2006 
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/publications/pdfs/qualitycareupdate2.pdf 
A research brief about the cost of prescription drug costs for children with special health care needs.



POPULATIONS OF ADOLESCENTS

The Health and Well-Being of Children in Rural Areas: A Portrait of the Nation 2005 
Maternal and Child Health Bureau
http://www.mchb.hrsa.gov/ruralhealth/pdf/01rh.pdf 
A Chartbook of national data on the health status, health care use, and risk factors experienced by rural children and adolescents (birth to age 17) in the United States. In addition to reviewing health of youth, aspects of the environment (family structure, poverty level, parental health and habits, and community surroundings) are also reported. Adolescents are often lumped in with children (e.g. ages 3-19, ages 6-17) but there are a number of indicators specifically for youth age 10-17. 

Adolescent Participation in Preventive Health Behaviors, Physical Activity, and Nutrition: Differences Across Immigrant Generations for Asians and Latinos Compared With Whites
American Journal of Public Health
January 2007 (published electronically November 2006), Vol. 97, No. 1
http://www.ajph.org/cgi/content/abstract/AJPH.2005.076810v1 
Abstract of a study on preventive health behaviors (bicycle helmet, seat belt, and sunscreen use), physical activity, television viewing or video game playing, and nutrition (fruit, vegetable, milk, and soda consumption) among Asian and Latino adolescents living in the United States; assessed trends across generations (first-, second-, and third-generation immigrants or later); and compared each generation with White adolescents.

Young Adult Economics Series 
Demos: A Network for Ideas and Action 
http://www.demos.org/home.cfm 
The new five-part shows that America's young people are feeling the full effect of a 30-year shift from an industrial to technology- and service-based U.S. economy. The series shows that the combination of stagnant wage growth, growing debt, and high costs of education, homeownership and healthcare are new realities. These are now common factors that challenge the ability of America's 20-and 30-somethings to start, and sustain, an economically stable adult life. Produced by a non-partisan public policy research and advocacy organization. For an overview of the series, see the press release at http://www.demos.org/page490.cfm



HEALTH AND DENTAL CARE

Child Health Care Quality Toolbox
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)
http://www.ahrq.gov/chtoolbx/understn.htm
Concepts, tips, and tools for evaluating the quality of child health care. Addresses issues such as: understanding and using quality measures, review of established and emerging measures, choosing and developing your own measures.

 
Healthy Generations Newsletter, October 2006
Maternal and Child Health Department, School of Public Health, University of Minnesota
http://www.epi.umn.edu/mch/resources/HG_oralhealth.shtm
This issue includes articles on maternal oral health and preterm birth; policies surrounding soft drink sales at schools; low income children; and local case studies. Visit www.epi.umn.edu/mch/resources for other MCH topics.



EDUCATION

The Condition of Education 2006 
National Center for Education Statistics
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2006071
This report summarizes important developments and trends in education using the latest available data. The report presents 50 indicators on the status and condition of education and a special analysis on international assessments. The indicators represent a consensus of professional judgment on the most significant national measures of the condition and progress of education for which accurate data are available. The 2006 print edition includes 50 indicators in five main areas: (1) participation in education; (2) learner outcomes; (3) student effort and educational progress; (4) the contexts of elementary and secondary education; and (5) the contexts of postsecondary education.
A brief of this report is also available: http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2006072 

Homeschooling in the United States: 2003
National Center for Education Statistics
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2006/homeschool <http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2006/homeschool> 
A report highlighting the latest survey information from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) on the prevalence of homeschooling in the U.S. The NCES, which is located within the U.S. Dept, of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences, is the primary federal entity for collecting and analyzing data related to education. 

 
Legislation in Need of Improvement: Reauthorizing the No Child Left Behind Act  to Better Address Barriers to Learning
NIIAH Partner: UCLA Center for Mental Health in Schools
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/nclbra.pdf
Anticipating Congressional hearings related to reauthorizing the No Child Left Behind Act, the Center for Mental Health in Schools at UCLA has analyzed preliminary hearings and related reports and proposals. The specific focus is on whether the reauthorization process is likely to include a substantive discussion of what is needed to enable all children to have an equal opportunity to succeed at school. The report raises concerns about the agenda for the NCLB’s congressional reauthorization hearings and finds that there has been no major discussion of the need for a systematic focus on learning supports to address barrier to learning and teaching. The Center’s site is rich with resources on learning supports to address barriers for learning and teaching.



TEEN PARENTS

Issue Brief:  Implementation of Home Visitation Programs: Stories from the States, 2006
Chapin Hall
http://www.chapinhall.org/article_abstract.aspx?ar=1433&L2=61&L3=129 
Home visiting programs that support pregnant women and families with young children have proliferated in recent decades. Chapin Hall interviewed leaders from four home visitation organizations that operate programs in multiple states. This issue brief describes the common challenges home visiting programs face: securing funding, demonstrating the efficacy of a program, and replicating successful programs in new communities. The Chapin site offers the opportunity to hear Testimony by Research Fellow Deborah Daro before the U.S. House of Representatives, Subcommittee on Education Reform <http://www.chapinhall.org/content_director.aspx?arid=1433&amp;afid=316&amp;dt=1> as well as access to a Web Conference Recording from Challenges to Building and Sustaining Effective Home Visitation Programs <http://www.chapinhall.org/content_director.aspx?arid=1433&amp;afid=25&amp;dt=3> .


Delaying Second Births Among Adolescent Mothers: A Randomized, Controlled Trial of a Home-Based Mentoring Program
Black, Bentley, Papas, et al. Pediatrics, Vol. 118 No. 4, October 2006
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/content/abstract/118/4/e1087
A 2003 study conducted by the University of Maryland School of Medicine, finds that a structured home-based intervention program is an effective means of delaying second births in teens. Abstract only, but the University of Maryland Medical Center Press Release provides a good overview of the article: http://www.umm.edu/news/releases/adolescent_mothers.htm



AFTER SCHOOL TIME

Afterschool Training Toolkit
National Partnership for Quality Afterschool Learning
http://www.sedl.org/afterschool/toolkits 
This toolkit provides resources to build fun, innovative, and academically enriching afterschool activities that not only engage students, but extend their knowledge in new ways and increase academic achievement.
From math and science to literacy and the arts, this toolkit has everything you need to engage students in fun afterschool activities while extending content knowledge across the curriculum. Each subject area is filled with standards-based multi-media resources including: research-based practices, sample lessons, interactive activities, and video segments taken from afterschool programs across the country. The toolkit includes promising practices and sample lessons in: arts, literacy, math, science, technology, homework help.

 
Uncertain Times: Funding Insecurity Puts Afterschool Programs at Risk
National Youth Development Learning Network; National Collaboration for Youth/National Human Services Assembly
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/Uncertain_Times.cfm
This reports on a recent survey of afterschool programs finds that afterschool programs are serving a high need population, serving more children than expected, and struggling to maintain their funding. Nearly all respondents say that more children in their communities could benefit from afterschool programs, if they were available. Fewer than half of afterschool programs say their funding is fully secure for the next two years and just one in five has secure funding for three to five years.



JUVENILE JUSTICE

Making the Juvenile Justice–Workforce System Connection for Re-entering Young Offenders
Center for Law and Social Policy, 11/2006 (via HTN newsletter)
http://www.clasp.org/publications/making_connection.pdf
This guidebook is designed to provide advice from the field to communities who are interested in pursuing more formal connections-or strengthening existing connections-between the workforce and justice systems. It draws on experiences in eight communities and focuses on on-the-ground challenges and solutions related to blending the cultures, adapting programming, engaging employers, and meeting performance. 


POLICY

50-State Legislative Tracking Web Resources
National Conference of State Legislatures
http://www.ncsl.org/programs/lis/lrl/50statetracking.htm#hea <http://www.ncsl.org/programs/lis/lrl/50statetracking.htm#hea> 
NCSL has developed a web-based compilation of resources covering various legislative issues that concern policy makers. Issues relevant to adolescent health include access to health care, child health, immunizations, insurance mandates, public health, women’s health and education. Resources include overview descriptions, legislative and statutory databases, compilations and state charts/maps. For example the immunization  category provides access to information on HPV vaccine, listing of states considering requiring HPV vaccine for girls, school requirements for immunizations and financing for immunizations (federal and state programs).

Congressional Newsletters
RAND Corporation
http://www.rand.org/congress/newsletters.html#child <http://www.rand.org/congress/newsletters.html#child> 
Easy-to-read newsletters produced for policymakers. They offer a simple way for policymakers to access research and analysis on a wide array of issues including youth substance abuse, youth violence, out-of-school programs and other child and health issues. Good resources in and of themselves or useful as models to develop policy materials.

Policies on Adolescent Health and Development: A Guide for Policy-Makers
World Health Organization (WHO), 1999
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/wpro/2002/POLICIES2002_a76198.pdf <http://whqlibdoc.who.int/wpro/2002/POLICIES2002_a76198.pdf> 
This document is a good example of an adolescent health framework that highlights the importance of investing in adolescent health and gives a broad overview of how to respond to adolescent health needs. It also demonstrates attention to Policy Makers as an audience.



DATA

Indicators of Positive Development
ChildTrends
http://www.childtrends.org/_docdisp_page.cfm?LID=B52C90BC-61DD-4760-A568AE9E306029CF 
Child Trends has a youth development initiative focused on conceptualizing and measuring indicators of positive development for children and adolescents. Their goal is to balance the existing repertoire of child well-being indicators with measures of flourishing.  Resources available online revolve around a 2003 Indicators of Positive Development Conference: summary of the conference, research papers on measuring positive development, listing of rigorously tested measures of positive development used in the papers and the psychometric characteristics of these measures. A resource for those interested in expanding your state’s repertoire of positive measures for adolescent health and development.

National Data Resource Center for Child and Adolescent Health (DRC)
Child and Adolescent Health Measurement Initiative 
http://www.childhealthdata.org
DRC supports public access and effective use of the National Survey of Children with Special Health Care Needs (NS-CSHCN) and the National Survey of Children's Health (NSCH). The DRC website gives users direct access to data results from the NS-CSHCN and NSCH at the national, state and regional levels. Real time technical assistance by email or telephone in combination with web based resources facilitate the use of these data to inform, stimulate and track improvements in child health outcomes and health care and community based services. 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Survey Measures Catalog
National Center for Health Statistics
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/measurescatalog/camh.htm
The NCHS website provides researchers and policy analysts with an overview of the measures of child and adolescent mental health and use of mental health services in various surveys of the NCHS data systems. Researchers and policy analysts can search for measures by selecting topics. A search provides information about specific survey questions and scales, or “metadata”, along with links to relevant documentation and downloadable data files.  For all measures, metadata about each question or scale is presented.  For a few measures, links to interactive data sites are listed.  These websites provide immediate access to tabulations of the data.

Health Data Tools and Statistics
Partners in Information Access for the Public Health Workforce
http://phpartners.org/health_stats.html#State%20and%20Local%20Public%20Health%20Data%20Sets
Links to health statistics and data sets as well as resources to support data collection. Links are organized into the following categories: health statistics, national public health data sets, state and local public health data sets, public health infrastructure data, tools for data collection and planning. The Partnership is a collaboration of U.S. government agencies, public health organizations, and health sciences libraries.



SYSTEM CAPACITY

The RESOURCE Project
Public Policy Analysis and Education Center for Middle Childhood, Adolescent and Young Adult Health (Policy Center)
http://policy.ucsf.edu/resources/
The RESOURCE Project is a user-friendly, educational resource designed to enhance the adolescent health training of public health students in the United States. The project adopts a developmental perspective, viewing adolescent health and well-being as closely intertwined with healthy development and environmental influences.

The curriculum is intended for faculty from public health and related disciplines. The 12 unit curriculum covers everything from adolescent development and the use of data in shaping policy to specific adolescent health concerns like teen pregnancy and substance abuse. Each unit offers several easily adapted components, including: a sample syllabus, recommended readings, data sources, suggested assignments, case studies, sample presentations, and links to other useful resources

