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    A recent survey of 1,043 US "tweens" -  children ages 11 to 14 - finds that about half of them are now or have been in dating relationships. The Tween and Teen Dating Violence and Abuse Survey was conducted for the National Domestic Violence Hotline and Liz Claiborne Inc. by Teenage Research Unlimited. Among its findings:
*The vast majority of respondents said having a boyfriend or girlfriend means saying "I like you," talking regularly, and holding hands. 
*27 percent said oral sex is expected in a dating relationship.
*28 percent said intercourse is expected in a dating relationship. 
*However, only 42 youths said they themselves had gone "further than kissing and making out." 
*62 percent reported knowing friends their age who had been called derogatory names by dating partners.
*More than two-thirds of respondents said they know friends who have been pressured by a dating partner to "do things they didn't want to do." 
*Of the 505 youths who said they had dated, hundreds reported being subjected to "controlling" behavior by their partner. 
*21 respondents said they had been slapped or hit by a partner.
    Sheryl Cates, CEO of the National Domestic Violence Hotline, said evidence suggests that participating in sexual activity before age 14 raises the risk of dating violence later in the teenage years. Cates said youths need more education about healthy relationships, and she urged teens, parents, and teachers to access the violence-prevention materials found at www.loveisrespect.org.

