[bookmark: _GoBack]Demographics contributing to poor academic achievement:  According to The County Economic Vitality and Distress 2002 Report Update, XXX County is in trouble.  We have 3360 residents, 77% of whom live in the YYY school system.  Our per capita income is $20,623, substantially lower than the state average of $28,543 and leading economic indicators predict a continuing decline of available jobs in our area.  Approximately 25% of our adults are working with less than a high school education (estimated through the local migrant programs and adult education programs.) Many of these adults head families with school-aged children who attend our schools.  The following table outlines USD XXX student demographics. 
	Descriptor
	Elementary
	 Middle School
	District Total
	State Average

	# Qualified free or reduced lunches
	49%
	44%
	25%
	34.5%

	Limited English Proficient students
	20%
	14%
	19%
	4.5%

	Self-identified Hispanic students 
	26%
	32%
	24%
	10.1%

	Migrant students
	Not disaggregated
	Not disaggregated
	21%
	3.3%

	Discipline Referrals for Violent Behavior
	15%
	7.8%
	3.8%
	0.9%

	All numbers are taken from the district Fall 2003 Building Report Cards and from district records



History of poor academic achievement:  The factors that contribute to our high numbers of students from low socio-economic status (SES) families also contribute to our students’ overall failure to make adequate academic gains in core curricula.  Our parents are working and often do not have the time nor the educational or language abilities, themselves, to provide homework assistance or out of school enrichment experiences that would positively impact their children’s academic achievement (21st CCLC Improvement Survey, Spring 2004).  This phenomenon is reflected in the well below-average achievement test scores of our students and provides a driving force behind the community’s resolve to break this pattern of finite fiscal choices in our county.
	
	4th / 5th Grade
	7th / 8th  Grade
	District Ttls
	State Avg

	KS Reading Assessment
	

	% Below Proficiency
	40.5%
	47.5%
	39.0%
	31.3%

	% Low SES students below Proficiency
	64.7%
	78.5%
	64.7%
	44.9%

	% Achieving Exemplary
	5.4%
	7.5%
	7.3%
	18.5%

	KS Math Assessment
	

	% Below Proficiency
	54.3%
	40.0%
	53.8%
	26.5%

	% Low SES students below Proficiency
	55.0%
	59.4%
	57.1%
	38.9%

	% Achieving Exemplary
	11.4%
	16.6%
	10.3%
	23.0%

	KS Science Assessment
	

	% Below Proficiency
	51.4%
	17.9%
	51.3%
	32.0%

	% Low SES students below Proficiency
	55.0%
	29.1%
	57.2%
	49.2%

	% Achieving Exemplary
	8.6%
	32.1%
	7.7%
	15.1%



