Counselors Council Minutes
October 13, 2011
At our first Counselor Council of this school year we had 18 in attendance (13 at SWPRSC and 5 via IDL).  We began the day with Introductions and Open Forum.  During Open Forum time, we took some time to share some bullying awareness and prevention activities we did in our schools last week.  Audrey asked those in attendance to take a look at the Counselor Resource tab on the SWPRSC website (link here).  It is “under construction” and is intended to be a place where counselors can go and link to helpful websites and information.  If you have any suggestions of links to add, please check it out and email your suggestions to Audrey at audrey.neuschafer@swplains.org.
 Also of note, Counselors Council will again be worth a college credit through Mid-America Nazarene University!  The guidelines are:  you must attend 3 out of the 4 Council meetings, pay the fee to MNU, and submit the required assignment after the final Counselors Council meeting.  Forms will be available at the last two Counselors Council meetings.  If you’d like more information please email me:  audrey.neuschafer@swplains.org.  If you do not want to earn a college credit, I will also be glad to issue certificates at the end of the school year to document how many hours you attended for your professional development purposes.
Next, Kim Myers, Grant Writer Extraordinaire, shared some grant opportunities for counselors and her top three tips for successful grant writing:
	1.  Follow directions, follow directions, follow directions!  Length of application, font size, address, etc.
	2.  Put people before things.  Tell how the “stuff” you want to purchase with the grant will impact the students.
	3.  Connect the dots.  Your budget should only purchase things that support your stated need.

Kim also reminded us that for those who are members of SWPRSC, grant writing services are FREE!  Call or email her anytime with questions or if you need help.  You can find Kim and Charity Horinek (our other awesome grant writer) at their link on our website here.

Following Kim’s time with us, we heard from Kent Reed at KSDE.  Kent shared some updates on the S3 (Safe and Supportive Schools) grant and SECD (Social, Emotional, and Character Development) Standards writing.  For more information on the S3 grant and other initiatives, click here.   Fall Counselors Conference is being held on November 3 so be sure to register to attend if you are interested.    The brochure to get more information and register can be found under Kent’s handout link on the Counselors Council tab or click here.
After a break, we heard from Dr. Bradley Shaw from the Kansas State Presidential Lecture Series.  He shared his reflections from his time spent in Peru and let us look through his “cultural window.”  His talk was informative and humorous and we enjoyed hearing seeing some “bad translations.”  If you would like to have either of Dr. Shaw’s powerpoints (the cultural reflections or the bad translations), please email me (Audrey.neuschafer@swplains.org).
If you weren’t able to make it to this Counselors Council, I certainly hope you will consider attending in the future!  Dates for the remaining meetings are December 8, February 9, and April 12.  As always, please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of assistance to you!

