 
Developed by a subcommittee of the California Adolescent Sexual Health Work Group (ASHWG), the Core Competencies for Adolescent Sexual & Reproductive Health are now ready to download at the California Adolescent Health Collaborative website.
 
The Core Competencies for Adolescent Sexual & Reproductive Health are specifically intended for adult providers and educators of adolescent sexual and reproductive health. They represent the foundation of professional capabilities - knowledge, skills, attitudes - that all providers might strive to possess in order to deliver effective, sensitive, and appropriate sexual and reproductive health programs and services to adolescents. Programs and agencies might use the Core Competencies to: 
1. guide the hiring, training, development, and evaluation of staff,  
1. increase collaboration and cross training between agencies, 
1. support consistent health outcomes for adolescents, and 
1. ensure that all programs are grounded in a shared body of knowledge and skills. 
The Core Competencies are not intended as requirements or mandates binding a program or an agency to particular standards. They do not represent a curriculum or outline of topics/issues to be taught to adolescents. Rather they are intended as an interdisciplinary guide for providers to be used across various programs and service settings to enhance the level of service delivery and to improve continuity and consistency of care/services. 
 
ASHWG is comprised of program managers from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), California Department of Education (CDE), and key non-governmental organizations (NGO) committed to working more effectively to address the sexual and reproductive health of California adolescents. 
 
To download a pdf copy of the Core Competencies, go to http://californiateenhealth.org
 

