The Kansas State Department of Education is expanding its existing offering of assessments.  In addition to the current Summative and Formative offerings, starting August 15, 2010,  Kansas educators can use a Mathematics Interim Assessment System at no cost to LEAs.  A Reading Interim Assessment System will be available in August 2011. These three components of a comprehensive testing system are described below.
 In general, Summative Assessments in Kansas (KCA) are offered one time at the end of the semester or school year to evaluate student performance against a defined set of grade-level content standards.  The summative assessments are comprised exclusively of multiple-choice questions that measure specific grade-level indicators.  The Opportunity to Learn Policy in Kansas adds additional flexibility to the summative assessment system and provides high school teachers with multiple opportunities to assess students.  The Kansas summative assessments are used as part of the state’s accountability system.
The Kansas Formative Assessment System is an optional resource that is used by Kansas teachers to provide feedback on (1) student learning and (2) the effectiveness of instructional strategies.  Formative assessments are designed to be embedded within classroom activities and linked directly to specific units of instruction. Kansas formative assessments are comprised of multiple-choice questions written to the same specifications as those used on the summative assessments.  Teachers have the ability to assemble (i.e., customize) a formative assessment by selecting formative assessment items that align to their instruction from a pool of items.   Again, formative assessments are designed to be used by Kansas teachers for the purposes of (1) providing feedback on the effectiveness of instructional strategies and (2) indicating areas in which further instruction is necessary. 
 The Kansas Interim Assessment System will be offered for the first time in 2010-11.  The purpose of the interim assessment system is to (1) evaluate students’ knowledge and skills relative to a specific set of academic goals and (2) provide educators with information regarding student progress toward achievement, and (3) provide administrators with information useful in crafting ancillary instructional programs.  The Kansas Interim Assessments are built to the same test specifications as the summative assessments and are intended to be used at the classroom, building, or district level.  Decisions regarding whether to utilize the interim assessments are entirely a local matter.   
 Beginning in 2011/12 school year KSDE/CETE will be able to provide schools using the interim system with predictive information on anticipated performance of individual students on the large-scale summative assessment.  In 2010/11, the Kansas Interim Assessment system will provide educators with an equated scaled score identical to the scores produced for the summative assessment. However, no performance category will be assigned (since students are not expected to meet grade-level performance standards until the end of the instructional year).  
 The 2010/11 Interim Assessments will be made available from CETE during three windows:
8/15 - 10/15, 10/16 - 12/30, 1/1 - 2/28
 In 2010/11, only one interim assessment will be available during a single window.  Registration for interim assessments will be accomplished by TEST records.  No additional registration is necessary beyond what schools already do for their summative and formative assessments.  Although registration is “automatic,” participation is OPTIONAL.  Information as to how to access the interim assessments and access score reports will be distributed by the beginning of the school year.
 
